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Trading Nations ought never to Prohibit the Export of their. own Manufactures: 
Manufatturing is the Bread of the Poor; to limit the Sale of the Goods they makes # 


to take their Bread from them. 


No. Nation but England ever praétife fuch a piece of Folly. | 

By this the Dutch have been our Partners in the Trade, and at last our Majfters: 
Alfo the French have been put upon Manufacturing among themfelves. 

Though private Perfons have been fo weak to approve this, the Parliament, it is hoped; 


will be Wi ere 


_ 
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T is a‘ Maxim founded in the Reafon of Trade, 
that’ Manufacturing Nations ought never to 
Prohibit the Exportation of their own Manv- 
factutes to any Place whatfoevet. Importatioris 
may be Prohibited as Emergency may offer, 

arid fometimes are made neceflary by the Catone 
flances of Trade , but Exportations never. What- 
ever England fends abroad, which is of the Produce 
or the Labour of her own People, is her Gain in the 
general Ballance of the Kingdoms Commerce ; for the 
encreafe of which profitable Labour, the Exportations 
of thofe Goods which her People make ought to 
be made as extenfive as poflible ; and to have ail the 
Encouragement that can be givén it: The Dutch ob- 
ferve this Maxim very firiftly, and the French have 
prattifed it in their Trade with us, from the beginnin 

of the War; for when we Prohibited our Trade wit 

them in general, as well Exports as Imports, they took 
effectual Care not to hinder the Export to us of their 
Wine and Brandy, wrought Silks, Paper, Linnen, or 
any thing elfe which Employed their People, and con- 


fumed the Native Produce of their Country. 


It would be-hard to find an Example of any Tra- 
ding Nation in the World, who have: Interdicted 
their own Commerce, as England has done, and put a 
ftop, by Prohibitary Laws, to the Exportation of their 
own Shantiures. It feems fomething unnatural in 


Trade todo fo; for as the Labour of the People is . 


their Subfiftence, the ftopping the Exportation of the 
Goods produced by that Labour, is fo far taking their 
Subfiflence fiom the faid People. It would be needlefs 
to enter into Arguments to confirm this Note, or to 


Took back upon thofe Tranfattions, wheti Foreign 


will be found both jf and ufeful for our | 


_ — ee 
agpravate the Abfirdity of fiich a practife ; nor fhall 
this Paper make any Satyrs, however juft: Thofe who 


Couneils too evidently influenced us to the prej 
of Trade, will eafily find out the Reafon of thefe Pid- 
ceedings. 


But this may .be call’d to mind now, from the Expé- 
rience of our Sufferings in Trade, ‘and the Reflection 
r préfent Infor- 
mation: That Which has given the French the Opportu- 
nity and Advantage of entring upon futh Undertakings 
in Manufaétures, as they have done, and making fuch 
Progrefs and Advances in. them, as - have made, 
to the Difadyantage of the Englifh Woollen’ Manu- 
faétures, has been the feveral general Prohibitions of 
Commerce which have been made in England, Probii- 
biting thereby our own Man 3 from_ going into 
France. The Péople who thefe Prohibitions, 
feem to be the fame, and int 
who now Object againft the liberty of Exporting our 
Manufactures thither, which has been obtain’d by the . 

refent Treaty ; by which doughty Atchievement they 
have the Honour of being the Canfe of the Objeétion 
which they raife; and fo they fupport the Miftake,which 
pe would now make, bythe Mifake they have already 
made. 


Prohibitions of Trade havé beech irfdeed too much 
the Prattice among wus, and we are not without fome 
Inftances, where thofe Prohibitions even of Foreign 
Importations have been fatal to the Exportation’of our 
Woollen Manufactures; and thefe are mention’d here; 


becaufa ff 





fame Intereft with thofe, 





om OR i when this has been diftover’d and reprefented 
ave Sithe Parliament, they have made it a Rule to them, 
Hx Seaatully to refcind and repeal thefe Prohibitions ; which 
aK; wo , it is wonderful, fhould not ftill continue in force. 


PPS This ¥  exempl d fr6m the late fevere Prohibiti- 
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on of Bgne-Lace from the Spanith Netherlands, which 
occafiotrd Flemings*to niake @ Prohibition of 
_ the Englith Woollen Manufafture in all that Country ; 
upon which the Legiflature forthwith, being convinott 
of the Miftake, repealed that Prohibition, that our 
Woollen Manufactures might have an open Market in 
Flanders, &c. as uifuals; The like Cafe happen‘d im-the 
Prohibiting the Expats pg unyat White Cloths, 
which are made in ceferthire, aboutsCirencefter, 
and thofe Parts; upon which, the Sale of thofe Cloths 
received a great Check, and the Manufacture was in 
danger*of being ruin’d: Whereupon the Parliament 
-tound it convenient to allow again the Exportation of 
White Cloths, ty an A& of the very laft Seflion of the 
pyefent Parliament. 
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Thus, upon all Occafions, the Legiflature Has been 

* careful to remove every Obftruction, and repeal all 

Prohibitions, even of foreign Goods, which were tound 

to leflen the Confumption of our Woollen Manufacture 

in foreign Parts; which Proceeding , was doubtlefs 

founded upon this Principle, (viz.) That it is the un- 

doubted Intereft of every Testing Nation, to promote, 

as much as poflible, the Sale of their own Manufactures, 
and to make them as extenfive as may be. 


Upon what Principle then thofe People acted, who 
have tor many Years paft limited their own Trade, and 
prohibited their own Manufactures from being Expor- 
ted, is a Myftery which, it,muft be confefled, it will be 
hard to explain, and a ‘Proceeding which no Man has 
yet been able to give a Reafon for. 


How “that: little Sale of our Woollen Manufactures, 
which has been in France even by Neceflity, and as it 
might be faid, againft our Will, has been carried on by 

the~Dutch; ‘may be worth enquiring imto ; and how 
they have thereby been made Partners in our Trade, nay 
in fome, refpects it might be faid, have, been Mafters of 
| our Manufacture: It is an Unhappinefs, that any 
among us fhould be willing to have it fo: But furely 
they cannot expect to bring the Natiom in general to 
be of that Opinion. 


; —~ ee 
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It requires fome Temper to fpeak patiently of thofe 
Politicks, which during the Twenty Years laft paft, 
have thaught fir to Encourage, as it has been called, 
our ;Woollen Manufactures, by Prohibiting their Ex- 
| portation to France ; when, on the contrary, the only 
| way to extend their Confumption, had been to Encou- 
rage theit being Exported, as much as poffible, to all 

Parts ¢ the World ; Bur thefe People fhut themfelves 

_ Ovi yoluntarily from the whole Dominions of the French 

| King, where fo great a Quantity of Woollen Manu- 
| faftuics ufed to be received. This was aéting fo oppo- 
| fite to the true Intereft of our Trade, that nothing could 
have been.a greater Blow to it in its kind: From this 


; 





ill guefs in Frade, all thofe Thingsywhich are fo much 
pleaded now, efpecially fo much of them as are true, 
relating to thé Frenchybeing fallen into our Woollen 
Manufaftures, do proceed. 


. ‘i 

It is prefumedy had not thefe Prohibitions begun 
here, the French, would never have made feveral of 
their laft Advanees inBurthening our Manufa@tures with 
extraordinary Duties, mach lefs with that Edi& of 
1701. which was mentioned in the MERC ATOR, 
(No. 13.) feeing the Progrefs,which they had by that 
time arrived to in the Woollen Manufacture, was fo 


little, as would pot have permieted them to be without 
thé Engli Goat 3} but whan for Twelve Years, du- 
ring the fit ¥, our Prokibi of Exporting our 


own Manufactures to France, had made fuch a fearcty 
among them, as had not only obliged them to make 
them at home, but Encouraged thofe,who undertook 
it to go on, becaufe of the. good Price they foufd at 
or oor : They ee ae time, a greater Know- 
ledge and Capacity in the faid Manufactures, than th 
had before :! Tito” ftrugsting Rill with'the aA Me. 
terials, they never could, nor can, if our Wooll may 
be with-held from them, arrive to fuch a PerfeStion, 
as to match the Englifh Manufa@tures, without-the help 
of immoderate Cuftoms ; And therefore the French 
MannfaStirers wifely- Repsefented to the French King, 
as was mentioned MERC ATOR, (No. 14.) that if 
thofe Immoderate Cuftoms were taken” off, and the 
Englifh Manufactures were..admitted into France upon 
the foot of the Tariff of 1664. the French Manufactures 
would all be Ruined. SOY Ue nT 


Thofe People then, who argue againft the prefent 
Treaty of Commerce, from the’ French: being ‘able to 


__ fupply themfelves with Woollen. Manufa¢tures without 


us, commit a double Mifiake ; FIRST, ‘in endeavour- 
ing, by continuing. the Prohibition in France,, to. pufh 
on and encourage the French,in their faid, Manufactu- 
ring ; which, letting in our Manufa@ures 4mdng them 
upon eafy Duties, would in time deftroy: And S E- 
CONDLY, in making ufe of that for an Argument 


“againft the-prefent Treaty of Commerce, and againft 


making its Asticles effectual, which is the ftrongeft 
Reafon for it; and for. which Reafon, every;true. .Bri- 
tain, who is friendly to the Trade and Improvement of 
the Nation, is or will be, when he is farther;enlight- 


ed, zealous for the perfecting the faid Treaty 


But while we are fo poffeft with PART Y-RAGE, 
as to be able to make Bonfires and Iluminations for 
Joy at the Delay of that Encouragement which our Ma- 
nufaétures. fo mych, want,.and refufing to give God 
Thanks for the Bleflings of Peace and Trade, we are 
alfo capable of continuing longer under the Delufions, 
which have been fo much our coma: and fo, long 
this Paper will, it is hoped, be profitably employd, it 
not to leffen the Evil, yet.at leaft to prevent its {preat- 
ing farther; not queflioning but the Legiflature will be 
pleafed to RECONSIDER this Affair:in a proper 


_Seafon, and. prevent the final Lofs of fo gainful a Trade, 


which fome, People, to carry on a Party-Caufe, are fo 
willing ta run the hazard of, 
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